Who’s Who in the Catholic Church

September 7th, 2011, 7:30 PM – 9:00 PM
	Time
	Topics

	7:30-7:35
	Prayer: Before class prayer – The Our Father

	7:35 – 7:40
	AN UNBROKEN HISTORY

Jesus said his Church would be "the light of the world." 

He then noted that "a city set on a hill cannot be hid" (Matt. 5:14). 

This means his Church is a VISIBLE organization. 

It has characteristics that clearly IDENTIFY and DISTINGUISH it from other churches and religions.  Jesus promised, "I will build my Church and the gates of hell will not prevail against it" (Matt. 16:18).  This means that his Church will never be destroyed and will never fall away from him. His Church will survive until his return. 

Among all the Christian churches, only the Catholic Church has existed since the time of Jesus.  As of the last count in 2009, the current church consists of 68,115,001 Catholics in the United States (or about 22% of the U.S. population), and over 1 billion Catholics worldwide.  Every other Christian church is an offshoot of the Catholic Church. The Eastern Orthodox churches broke away from unity with the pope in 1054. The Protestant churches were established during the Reformation, which began in 1517. 

For the 1st 1000 years of Christianity, ONLY the CATHOLIC Church existed.  In the tenth century, the fifth century, the first century, Christians faithfully taught the doctrines given by Christ to the apostles, omitting NOTHING. The line of popes leading this period can be traced back, in unbroken succession, to Peter himself. This is unequaled by any institution in history.

Even the oldest government is relatively new compared to the papacy.   Churches that send out door-to-door missionaries are babes compared to the Catholic Church. Many of these churches began as recently as the nineteenth or twentieth centuries. Some even began during your own lifetime. NONE of them can claim to be the Church that Jesus Christ himself established. 

The Catholic Church has existed for nearly 2,000 years, despite constant opposition from the world.  This is testimony to the Church’s divine origin. 

It must be more than a merely human organization, especially considering that many of its human members— even some of its leaders—have been unwise, corrupt, or prone to heresy over the years. 

Any merely human organization with such faulty members would have collapsed and ceased to exist long ago. The Catholic Church is today the most vigorous church in the world  As of today, it is the largest church.
With its 1 billion members, it makes up one sixth of the human race.

This is testimony not to the cleverness of the Church’s leaders, but to the divine guidance and protection of the Holy Spirit.

An organization this large cannot survive successfully without structure.  Tonight, we are going to study the various leadership positions in the church, instituted by Scripture, that have allowed it to successfully survive these past 2000 years.




	7:40 – 7:45
	WHO IS AT THE TOP?

Jesus Christ is the head of the Church.  
From Him, “the whole body, nourished and held together by its ligaments and sinews, grows with a growth that is from God” (Collossians 2:19)  Like the human body, the church is made up of many different parts.  Of which, the body cannot function well or at all if all the parts are not functioning and healthy.  Likewise, the church needs every participant to be the whole body of the church.
As Jesus was constructing his Church on earth, He chose the apostles to be the earthly leaders of the Church. 
He gave them his own authority to teach and to govern as loving pastors and fathers. 
This is why we Catholics call our spiritual leaders "father." In doing so we follow Saint Paul’s example: Quote - "I became your FATHER in Jesus Christ through the gospel" (1 Cor. 4:15).

The apostles, fulfilling Jesus’ will, ordained bishops, priests, and deacons and thus handed on their apostolic ministry to them—the fullest degree of ordination to the bishops, lesser degrees to the priests and deacons.   The pope, by the way, is not another level of ordination.  He is ordained a bishop, but named leader of the bishops and the church.
(Read Bible Verse John 21:15 – 17, Matt: 16:18-19)
Jesus gave Peter special authority among the apostles (John 21:15–17) and signified this by changing his name from Simon to Peter, which means "rock" (John 1:42). He said Peter was to be the rock on which he would build his Church (Matt. 16:18).  Christ gave Peter alone the "keys of the kingdom" (Matt. 16:19) and promised that Peter’s decisions would be binding in heaven. 
READ (Acts 2:1– 41, 15:7–12).
Christ also gave similar power to the other apostles (Matt. 18:18), but only Peter was given the keys, symbols of his authority to rule the Church on earth in Jesus’ absence. He gave Peter the task of strengthening the other apostles in their faith, ensuring that they taught only what was true (Luke 22:31–32). Peter led the Church in proclaiming the gospel and making decisions (Acts 2:1– 41, 15:7–12). 

Early Christian writings tell us that Peter’s successors, the bishops of Rome continued to exercise Peter’s ministry in the Church. 

The current pope is the successor to Peter as bishop of Rome. The world’s other bishops are successors to the apostles in general.



	7:45 – 7:50
	THE POPE – AN UNBROKEN HISTORY

How many popes have there been?  ANSWER:  266
Who is the current Pope:  ANSWER: Pope Benedict XVI

When was he elected Pope: ANSWER: April 19th, 2005

Who was the previous Pope: ANSWER: Pope John Paul II

When was he elected? ANSWER: 1978

(Picture Page)
In the tradition of Peter, Pope Benedict XVI changed his name at the time of ordination.  His former name was Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger. 
He was ordained a priest June 29th, 1951. 
Through most of the 60’s, he was a teacher and eventually Vice-President of the University of Regensburg.  
In 1977 Pope Paul IV named him Archbishop of Munich and Freising.  Later that year, Pope Paul made him a Cardinal.  
1998 he was elected Vice-Dean of the College of Cardinals and became Dean in 2002. 
In 2005, the Cardinal College elected him pope.
Occasionally, you may hear the term “ Holy See”  This is not referring to a “Sea” like water, although that is what a lot of people first think.  This is a term that refers to the Pope and all the officials in Rome that help the Pope in his leadership of the Catholic Church.  These folks include Vatican officials and office that handle the day to day operations of the Church and manage its resources world-wide.




	
	INFALLIBILITY OF THE POPE: 
The Catholic Church’s teaching on papal infallibility is one which is generally misunderstood by those outside the Church.  Fundamentalists and other "Bible Christians" often confuse papal "infallibility" with "impeccability." They imagine that Catholics believe the pope cannot sin. Others think the pope relies on some sort of magical incantation when an infallible definition is due.  Given these common misapprehensions regarding the basic tenets of papal infallibility, it is necessary to explain exactly what infallibility is not.
 Infallibility is not the absence of sin. 
Nor does it belong only to the pope. Infallibility also belongs to the body of bishops as a whole, when, in doctrinal unity with the pope, they solemnly teach a doctrine as true.
We have this from Jesus himself, who promised the apostles and their successors, the bishops, the leaders of the Church:  "Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven" (Matt. 18:18).

An infallible pronouncement—whether made by the pope alone or by an ecumenical council—usually is made only when some doctrine has been called into question.  They should: 1.  Involve the pope/bishop speaking as a leader and shepherd of the Church.  2. The pronouncement must be clearly defining doctrine as being a truth of faith to be accepted by the whole church. and 3.  The subject must be concerned with matters of faith or morals.
The last Infallible teaching was in 1950 by Pope Pius XII when he declared the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary.



	
	

	7:50-7:55
	BISHOPS – 
The Bishop is the chief pastor and head of a specific diocese.  This Church leader descended from the original 12 apostles of Jesus.  Jesus appointed his apostles “to be with him, and to be sent out to proclaim the message and to have authority to cast out demons”.  This may sound like something out of a movie script but is actually straight from the Bible in (Mark 3:14-15)
The Church teaches that these commissions Jesus gave his apostles have been passed down through the last 2000 years to the present day through the Church Bishops.  This succession has been carried on through the years through ordination, the laying of hands from one generation to another 

Ordained bishops, then, continually perform the functions of the apostles and are in communion with the bishop of Rome, the Pope.  They perform all the sacraments including the ordination of catholic priests and deacons.
In the United States, the bishops are organized under the NCCB/USCCB, or the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops.  This conference speaks on important religious and social topics of our day and expresses Catholic teaching on these topics for the Church in North America.  Their website is www.usccb.org (in the flyer this week) and has a tremendous amount of information about the church in this country.

	
	Currently, There are 450 active and retired U.S. bishops in the United States: 
270 Active Bishops:  &  180 Retired Bishops: 
Bishops may serve until the age of 75 whereupon they must retire after the Vatican determines their replacement. 

In Indiana, we have 5 dioceses with 1 archbishop, 1 auxiliary bishop, 4 bishops and 3 retired bishops
They are Archdiocese of Indianapolis, Most Reverend Daniel M. Buechlein, OSB – Archbishop of Indianapolis,  and  Most Reverend Christopher J. Coyne- Auxiliary Bishop of Indianapolis
Diocese of Evansville, Most Reverend Charles C Thompson- Bishop of Evansville , and Most Reverend Gerald A. Gettelfinger – Bishop Emeritus of Evansville
Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend,  Most Reverend Kevin C. Rhoades- Bishop of Fort Wayne-South Bend and Bishop John M. D’Arcy – Bishop Emeritus of Fr. Wayne-South Bend     

Diocese of Gary, Most Reverend Dale J. Melczek-Bishop of Gary 

Diocese of Lafayette in Indiana, Most Reverend Timothy L. Doherty-Bishop of Lafayette and Most Reverend Bishop William L. Higi – Bishop Emeritus of Lafayette, IN



	7:55-8:00
	Archbishop

In Archdiocese of Indianapolis, our bishop is Archbishop Daniel Buechlein.  An Archbishop is a bishop who heads an important ecclesiastical post or heads a diocese ranked as an archdiocese because of its significance in Catholic history or population.  In the United States, of the 195 dioceses and archdiocese, there are only 28 active archbishops.  As you can see, Indiana is quite privileged to have an archdiocese headquartered here in Indianapolis.
PICTURE PAGE
Archbishop Buechlein was born April 20th, 1938 in Jasper, IN. 
He was originally ordained a monk of the Benedictine Order in 1963.  
He was ordained a priest May 3rd, 1964.  
Similar to Pope Benedict, the Archbishop followed a career leading collegiate education at St. Meinrad Seminary in southern Indiana.  
He held positions as President of the College and School of Theology from 1971 through 1987. 
In 1987, he was ordained as Bishop of Memphis.  
July 14th, 1992, he was ordained Archbishop of Indianapolis.  
Next April our Archbishop will be 74 years old, which means in 2013, he will be required to notify the pope of his intent to retire.
Auxiliary Bishop Coyne is 52 years old

He was originally ordained a priest in the Archdiocese of Boston

He was named Auxiliary Bishop of Indianapolis January 14th by Pope Benedict XVI.  He was ordained Auxiliary Bishop March 2nd, 2011 by Archbishop Buechlein as well as Bishop Etienne of Cheyenne, Wyoming and Bishop Lennon of Cleveland.



	8:00 – 8:05
	Cardinal
This is an honorary rank given members of the clergy by the pope.  Cardinals are part of the group of clergy who gather in Rome whenever it is necessary to elect a new pope.  They are allowed to vote in elections for the pope until they reach the age of 80.  There are 18 U.S. Cardinals.  Of these, 5 Cardinals currently lead U.S. archdioceses.  These are:

Cardinal Daniel DiNardo - Galveston-Houston, 
Cardinal Francis George – Chicago (picture page)
Cardinal Sean O'Malley – Boston,  
Cardinal Justin Rigali – Philadelphia
Cardinal Donald Wuerl - Washington
· 4 U.S. Cardinals are not currently diocesan bishops 

· Cardinal John P. Foley – Grnd Master of the Knights of the Holy Sepulcher, 

· Cardinal Bernard F. Law – Archpriest of St. Mary Major Basilica, Rome, 

· Cardinal William J. Levada, Prefect, Congregation for the Dctrn of the Faith 

· Cardinal Raymond Burke – Prefect, Apostolic Signatura
· 9 U.S Cardinals are retired: 



	8:05-8:10
	Priests Matthew 28:19-20  (if time, read)
After his resurrection, Jesus said ”Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you (Matthew 28:19-20  It is because of this scripture that bishops worldwide have ordained priests to be their co-workers in this mission. 

There are two different types of priests.  Diocesan or religious.  A diocesan priest, like our pastor Monsignor Paul Koetter and our Associate Pastor, Fr. Chris Wadelton, are attached to a specific diocese, under the authority of the local bishop, which in this case is  Archbishop Buechlein. 
There are also religious priests.  These priests are members of a religious community and usually work in many different parts of the world at the invitation of local bishops.   An example is what happens at St. Meinrad Seminary in southern Indiana is located within our archdiocese.  This seminary is run by the Order of Saint Benedict.  Therefore, there are many Benedictine priests located at the seminary who’s primary function is to teach theology for those studying the priesthood.  These priests occasionally are often invited by our bishop to fill in for diocesan priests when they take leave, or fill in for other needs of the bishop.  Their primary function, however, is the seminary. Another example are the Franciscans.  They have taken up the cause of maintaining the holy sites of the holy land.  If you ever go there, you will learn just how important and difficult that is.  FYI, there are currently 41,489 diocesan and religious priests in the US. 28,061 diocesan priests and 13,248 religious-order priests


	
	In our Archdiocese of Indianapolis, we have 149 diocesan priests serving parishes and 103 religious priests serving our bishop

	8:10-8:15
	PASTOR
The pastor is the bishop’s representative for the pastoral care of a parish church.  According to the Code of Canon Law, “The pastor is the proper shepherd of the parish entrusted to him…he carries out for his community the duties of teaching, sanctifying, and governing with the cooperation of the presbyters or deacons and the assistance of lay members of the Christion faithful”  

As was the case with bishops, under current Canon law, a pastor is limited to the age of 75.  Years ago, when priests were plenty, a bishop would remove a pastor from a parish at that age.  Most former pastors would retire at that age and become visiting or associate pastors.  Due to the current priest shortage, priests often serve as pastor longer.  To solve this contradiction with church law, at age 76 their title is changed to that of Administrator rather than Pastor.  This allows the bishop to keep an active, healthy priest in a parish past the limiting age of 75.  Unlike a pastor who is usually assigned a parish for several years, administrators in this assignment are reviewed by the archbishop every spring.  
The Archdiocese of Indianapolis has 139 parishes stretching from Terre Haute to Tell City to Lawrenceburg to Indianapolis.  They also maintain 11 missions.  These parishes are currently served by 144 diocesan and 23 other diocesan priests.  As of last year, there were 224,926 Catholics in the archdiocese. 

	8:15 – 8:25
	Monsignor

This is an honorary title given by the pope to a priest in recognition of his contributions to the life of the Church.  It is title only and does not give a priest any more authority in the church than a regular diocesan or religious priest.  Our pastor, Monsignor Paul Koetter, does not utilize his title among his parishioners.  He prefers to be called Father.  Among church leaders though, you will always hear him called Monsignor.   This past spring our previous pastor, Fr. Riedman, was honored with the title of Monsignor by Pope Benedict.


	8:25 - 8:30
	DEACON

The theological justification for deacons is located in Acts 6:3 – 4.  The apostles were overwhelmed with the number of converts to Christianity at the time and unable to care for them all.  So, they said
“Friends, select from among yourselves seven men of good standing, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may appoint to this task, while we, for our part will devote ourselves to prayer and to serving the word”

At that point, the apostles laid hands on the chosen men.

  We Catholics believe this commission to be handed on to deacons today.

There are two types of deacons in the Church.  
The first is called Transitional.  A transitional deacon is a step in the progress on the way to becoming ordained a Catholic priest.  This is typically a two year period while the individual finishes his theological studies on his way to ordination.  Up until this recenty, this has been the only type of deacon represented in the Archdiocese of Indianapolis.

The other type of deacon is a permanent deacon.  These men are only ordained for the diaconate.  These are the only ordained clergy in the church who are allowed to be married…but only if they were married before they began to study for the deaconate.  If their wives should die first, they are prohibited from remarrying.   The archdiocese of Indianapolis currently has 27 diocesan deacons, 4 from other diocese.  Our co-RCIA leader, Mike Slinger, will be ordained a permanent deacon next June.  Permanent deaconate are not paid.  They must provide their own support and pay for their own schooling.


	
	A deacon is an ordained member of the clergy, ranked under bishops and priests.  
He is limited to administering only the sacrament of marriage and the sacrament of baptism. 
 He may read the Gospel and present a homily and may distribute holy communion. 
Sisters, Nuns, Brothers and Monks

These folks are referred in the church as Religious.  In the Catholic Church, religious is a  person who belongs to a religious institute or order.  Examples include the Benedictine Order we discussed earlier, Sisters of Providence, Franciscan Monks, Jesuits, etc. In the Archdiocese of Indianapolis, we have 124 Religious-Order Men and 578 Religious-Order Women
Each order or institute has a specific ministry, such as serving the poor, education, etc.

Religious generally take a vow of poverty, chastity and obedience in order to follow Christ more faithfully.



	8:35 - 8:40
	Women religious are broken up into Sisters and Nuns.  

Nuns are women who have joined “cloistered” or enclosed order.  These folks have limited contact with the outside world.  
Sisters are women we are more commonly familiar with, such as our own Sister Joanne.  They hold various positions throughout the church. Sister holds the position as Director of Religious Education or DRE here at Holy Spirit.  You will also see Sisters heading up educational institutions, acting as pastoral Administrators at parishes, CRE’s and other needs for the church.

Brothers are non-ordained, men of a religious order.  Monks are priest and brothers of an order associated with a monastery. 

Laity

All Catholics who are not considered clergy are considered laity.  Before Vatican II in 1963, the laity had a very limited role in the Catholic Church.  Since that time, laypeople have been encouraged to become more active in exercising their baptism through various church ministries.


	8:45 - 8:55
	PARISH MINISTRIES: are ministries that laity are able to participate in to help their fellow Catholics as well as themselves attain a stronger relationship with the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Some of the more popular ministries are:
Lectors:  Holy Spirit needs two lectors for each mass.  These folks are asked to read the Scriptures, except the Gospel and the intentions at mass

Acolytes/Servers:  On Sunday masses, these are usually served by youth from 5th grade through high school.  Weekday masses are usually served by adults.  This ministry assists the priest at the alter during mass

Eucharistic Ministers: are trained  members of the laity who assist with the distribution of Holy Communion during mass and take Eucharist to the sick and others who cannot come to church

Music Ministers:  Includes anyone associated with helping the mass in the way of music.  This includes organists, cantors, choir and directors
Parish Council: This body is made up of laity who’s provide advisory information for the pastor or administrator of the parish.  This body is made up of the various commissions of the parish along with 6 at-large members.  2 at-large members are selected through lot each Pentecost at Holy Spirit parish.

Unlike most Protestant Churches, the parish council holds only an advisory role for the Pastor.  The Pastor has ultimate veto authority over anything voted on by the parish council.  The Council has no authority over church staff or staffing.  All paid staff for all the parishes of the diocese are employees of the Archdiocese of Indianapolis.


	8:55-9:00
	Questions? 
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